It may be stated without reservation and without fear of contradiction that Physiology is, for the student, the most difficult branch of the medical curriculum. 
tradiction that Physiology is, for the student, the most difficult branch of the medical curriculum. The secret of this difficulty long lay concealed; but it is now well enough understood that in learning this science the student had to depend too much on a mere exercise of memory, without any assistance from the senses or judgment. To correct this error in teaching, the class of practical physiology has been lately instituted in most schools of medicine, with the view of affording an opportunity to the student of putting to his own hands and working at the subjects and verifying the facts on which the doctrines of physiology are founded.
As I have had some experience of this practical method of teaching physiology, I now intend to place before the readers of the Glasgow Medical Journal an illustration of the kind of work done in the class, in order that they may judge for themselves of the benefits likely to accrue to the student. I hope and believe that this will not be unwelcome at a time when attention is so generally directed to the subject in question, and when some, especially among those of the older school, still doubt the reality of the good to be derived from the class, and even speak of it as so much wasted time and energy on the part of both teachers and taught. 
